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March  1,  19^7 
WATER  SUPPLY  OUTLOOK 


COLOPADO  RIVER  DRAINAGE 


:  Snow  cover  on  the  headwaters  of  the  Colorado  River  and  its  j 

i  tributaries  in  Colorado,  as  shown  "by  March  1  snow  surveys,  is 
{  ahove  normal  with  the  exception  of  the  Yajnpa  River  drainage.  The 
j  water  stored  in  snow  at  Mgher  elevations  is  greater  than  a  ye  ar 
ago.    The  valley  areas  of  the  Yampa,  T^^hite,  Animas  and  Dolores  j 
River  are  snow  covered.    Soil  moisture  and  crop  conditions  are  i 
fair  to  good.    Recent  precipitation  has  "been  generally  sul? -normal  J 
On  the  Green  River  watershed  in  Wyoming  snow  water  content  is 
ahove  normal  and  ahout  the  same  as  last  year.    Precipitation  at 
I  lower  elevations  is  well  ahove  normal.    Part  of  the  range  area 
I  is  snow  covered.    Drought  conditioBS  continue  in  Arizona  and 
i western  New  Mexico.    Precipitation  is  suh -normal  and  practically 
i no  snow  is  reported.    Reservoir  storage  is  very  low. 

COLORADO  RIVER  AND 
TRIBUTARIES  IN  COLORADO 

Colorado  River  (Ahove  Grand  Junction).    The  snow  cover  on  the  Colorado  River 
watershed,  ahove  Grand  Jujnction,  is  10  percent  above  normal  and  17  percent 
greater  than  last  year  at  this  time.    Snow  on  Grand  Mesa  is  still  above 
normal  g.nd  th*?  increase  in  depth  near  the  Continental  Divide  during  the 
month  of  February  has  been  very  good;    The  -t^^tlf  supply  outlook  is  some- 
what better  than  on  February  1.    Precipitation  in  valley  areas  is  gene-^ally 
sub -normal,  but  the  stream  flow  is  reported  to  be  about  average.    Crop  and 
range  conditions  are  favorable  and  improving.    Storage  in  Green  Mountain 
reser^/oir  is  7^^700  acre -feet,  which  is  about  8,000  acre -feet  more  than  a 
year  ago. 

Gunniscn^  River .    The  water  content  of  the  snow  on  the  headwaters  of  the 
Gux.nison  increased  about  50  percent  during  the  month  of  Februar;r.    The  major 
increase  has  been  on  courses  near  the  Continental  Divide  in  the  east  and  south 
portions  of  the  watershed.    The  snow  eover  is  now  above  normal  a.nd  68  percent 
over  a  year  ago.    Snow  on  the  Ironton  Park  course,  near  Red  Mourjtain  Pass, 
is  twice  as  deep  as  on  February  1.      Precipitation  is  slightly  below  normal 
in  the  valley  areas.     Soil  moisture  and  crop  conditions  are  reported  as  fair. 
In  general  the  prospects  for  above  normal  summer  flow  in  this  stream  are 
excellent  due  to  improved  conditions  during  the  past  month, 

Yampa  and  \Ih\te  Rivers.    The  watershed  of  the  Yampa  River  remains  the  only 
area  where  the  snow  cover  is  not  above  norm-al  at  high  elevations.  Recent 
snow  surveys  show  the  water  content  to  be  practically  the  same  as  a  year 
age  and  only  slightly  below  average.    The  deficiency  of  snow  north  and  east 
of  Steamboat  Springs  has  been  eliminated.    About  normal  runoff  may  be  ex- 
pected because  the  upper  valley  has  been  snow  covered  during  the  winter 
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season  arjd  the  depth  has  recentlj^  increased.    Precipitation  has  "been 
ahout  normal.    Soil  moisture  conditions  are  excellent.    Conditions  on  the 
TVhite  Eiver  are  similar   .to  the  Yajnpa  except  that  the  water  content  of  the 
snow  near  the  rim  of  the  watershed  is  somewhat  ahove  normal  and  25  percent 
greater  than  March  1;,  a  year  ago. 

San  Juan  and  Animas  Rivers.    The  accumulation  of  snow  at  the  high  elevations 
on  the  watershed  of  the  San  Juan  River  during  February  has  been  a  little 
above  average.    There  was  a  good  increase  of  snow  cover  on  the  Animas  water- 
shed where  the  depth  is  twice  as  great  as  last  month.    Prospects  for  the 
San  Juan  water  supply  are  diminished  somewhat  because  of  subnormal  conditions 
on  the  headwaters  of  this  Stream  and  below  average  precipitation  on  the 
Kew  Mexico  tributaries.    Precipitation  at  Durango  is  approximately  normal. 
Soil  moisture  and  crop  conditions  are  reported  to  be  good.    The  storage 
in  ^^llecito  reservoir  is  58^300  acre -feet  which  is  20^000  acre -feet  above 
March  1,  I9U6.    Tije  overall  situation  is  much  better  than  at  this  time 
last  year. 

Dolores  River .    From  limitei  snow  surveys  on  the  headwaters  of  Dolores  River ^ 
the  wa-ter  supply  outlook  is  much  improved  over  a  year  ago  but  snow  water 
content  is  only  88  percent  of  normal.    Precipitation  in  Cortez  area  was 
"below  norma.1  during  Fobr^aary  but  soil  moisture  and  crcp  conditions  are  good. 
Stora^,©  in  Groundhog  Reservoir  is  slightly  under  March  1,  19^6, 

GREEN  RITER  IN  -WYOMING 

_  From  limited  snovr  sujrveys  on  the  Green  River  watershed  it  is  found  that 
the  water  content  of  the  snow  is  about  10  percent  above  normal  and  much  the 
same  as  last  year.    Precipitation  at  lower  elevations  has  been  well  above 
normal  through  the  winter  season.    About  60  percent  of  the  range  area  is  now 
snow  covered.    Soil  moist'ore  and  range  conditions  are  reported  as  good. 
Stream  flow  is  low  due  to  ice  conditions.    It  is  expected  that  the  summer 
flow  of  the  Green  River  will  be  somewhat  above  average  and  higher  than  last 
season . 

COLORAEO  RTOR  AND 
TRIBUTARIES  IN  ARIZONA 

The  drought  condition  in  Arizona  continued  during  February.    There  has 
been  practically  no  snow  reported  from  any  of  the  higher  elevations  on  the 
watersheds  of  the  Gila:^  Salt^  Little  Colorado  ar.d  Williams  Rivers,  Precipi- 
tation has  been  definitely  sub -normal  with  a  little  rain  and  snow  at  the 
end  of  the  month.    Soil  moisture  conditions  are  reported  from  fair  to  poor. 
Ranges  are  dry  and  in  poor  condition.    Storage  in  the  m.a,ior  reservoirs  con- 
tinues to  be  extrem.ely  low.    Storage  in  four  imjov  reservoirs  on  the  Salt 
River  is  now  ^29;0C0  acre -feet  as  compared  with  7OO  000  a  year  ago.    In  San 
Carlos  reservoir;,  on  the  Gila  River  ^  there  is  now  in  storage  l8,000  acre -feet. 
Last  year  there  was  30^,000;,  and  the  average  for  the  past  ten  years,  as  of 
March  1^,  is  265,000.    Unless  iinusually  high  precipitation  falls  in  this 
area,  the  water'  supply  ^rlll  be  low. 

Storage  in  Lake  Mead,  as  of  March  1,  was  16,692,000  acre-feet  or 
about  i^,  500, 000  acre -feet  under  last  year. 
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The  following  organizations  cooperate  in  the  snow  surveys  and  irrigation 
water  supply  forecasts  for  the  Colorado,  Missouri -Arkansas  and  Rio 
Grande  watersheds  "by  furnishing  funds  or  services. 


STAIE 

Colorado  State  Engineer 
Wyoming  State  Engineer 
Utah  State  Engineer 
New  Mexico  State  Engineer 
Montana  State  Engineer 
Nebraska  State  Engineer 
Colorado  Experiment  Station 
Colorado  Extension  Service 
Montsjia  Experiment  Station 
Utah  Experiment  Station 
FEDERAL 

Department  of  Agriculture 

Forest  Service 

Soil  Conservation  Service 
Department  of  Interior 

Bureau  of  Reclamation 

Indian  Service 

Geological  Survey 

National  Park  Service 
Department  of  Commerce 

Weather  Bureau 
War  Department 

Army  Engineer  Corps 
PUBLIC  UTILITIES 

Colorado  Puhlic  Service  Company 
Western  Colorado  Power  Company 
Montana  Power  Company 

Denver  and  Rio  Grande  Western  R.  R.  Company 
MUNICIPALITIES 

City  of  Bozeman 

City  of  Denver 

City  of  Boulder 
WATER  USERS  ORGANIZATIONS 

Poudre  Valley  Water  Users'  Association 

Arkansas  Valley  Ditch  Association 

Colorado  River  Water  Conservation  District 
IRRIGATION  PROJECTS 

Farmers  Reservoir  and  Irrigation  Company 

San  Luis  Valley  Irrigation  District 

Santa  Maria  Reservoir  Conipeiny 

Costilla  Land  Company 

Uncompahgre  Valley  Water  Users*  Association 

Wyoming  Development  Company 

Goshen  Irrigation  District 

Kendrick  Project 

Pathfinder  Irrigation  District 

Salt  River  Valley  Water  Users'  Association 

San  Carlos  Irrigation  and  Drainage  District 

Twin  Lakes  Reservoir  and  Canal  Company 


Many  other  organizations  and  individuals  furnish  valuable  information  for 
the  snow  survey  reports.    Their  cooperation  is  gratefully  acknowledged. 
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